
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE TAHOE KEYS 
Following a thorough analysis and significant public input, in 2022 the Tahoe Keys
Property Owners Association (TKPOA) began a three-year project to test innovative
methods to control the largest infestation of aquatic invasive weeds in the Lake Tahoe
Basin. Aquatic invasive species pose a serious risk to Tahoe’s water quality and clarity,
native species, and the public’s enjoyment of the lake.

YEAR 3 ANNUAL REPORT
TAHOE KEYS CONTROL METHODS TEST

*The water level was more than four and a half feet deeper in 2024 compared to
2022. This resulted in submerged shoreline areas, which increased habitat for
aquatic plants to grow in areas that had not received any treatments in 2022. 

WHAT WE LEARNED
As a result of the third and final year of testing, the initial knock-back in invasive
plant density was largely sustained in herbicide-treated sites and some 
non-chemical sites. Extremely different water levels* provided valuable insight
into how deeper water affects treatment areas. The Year 3 Annual Report includes
data that illustrates which treatments work best in varying water conditions.

In the first year of the Control Methods Test, TKPOA significantly
reduced plant biomass using an array of methods, including the
one-time, targeted use of herbicides sequestered behind
protective turbidity curtains. During the second year of the test in
2023 and the third year in 2024, the goal was to maintain the first
year’s weed ”knock-back” using entirely non-chemical methods,
such as UV light treatment, bottom barriers, and diver-assisted
suction harvesting (DASH).
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Shoreline: Bottom barriers and diver
assisted suction harvesting helped
sustain successful knock-back of
targeted invasive plants where
herbicide was applied in 2022.

Midchannel: UV-C treatments were
most effective midchannel. Shoreline
areas are difficult to navigate for the
large array of lights.

While other aquatic invasive plants typically decompose or go
dormant in the fall, Curlyleaf pondweed turions (reproductive
buds) can remain viable in the organic sediment layer on
channel bottoms and shorelines for years. This species was able
to establish new growth and occupy new space in the shoreline
in the fall, especially in areas where herbicide was not applied in
2022 due to lower water levels. 

WHAT’S NEXT?
A comprehensive final report will follow in April 2025, which will summarize cumulative
insights from all three years of the Control Methods Test. The results will be used to
identify the most useful method, or combination of methods, for controlling aquatic
weeds in the Tahoe Keys to protect all of Lake Tahoe from the spread of these invasive
species.

Stay up to date with the project at
tahoekeysweeds.org

TAKEAWAYS FROM YEAR THREE TESTS


